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Brief title Effec�veness of early warning score educa�onal 
programmes for healthcare workers 

Report The Irish Na�onal Early Warning System (INEWS) 

Date identified 19/02/2018 

Identified by CICER  

Supported by  Systema�c review  

Population Healthcare professionals, healthcare managers 

Intervention Educa�on programmes (training) on early warning 
systems for physiological deteriora�on in adults 

Comparator Standard care, other educa�on programme 

Outcome(s) Knowledge and performance; effect on pa�ent outcomes; 
pa�ent rescue strategies; documenta�on of pa�ent 
observa�ons; compliance; effec�veness of mode of 
delivery (i.e. online vs. face-to-face delivery) 

Setting Acute healthcare 

Study design Randomised controlled trials (RCTs); development and 
valida�on 

Further information There was a lack of high quality evidence to evaluate the 
effect of early warning score (EWS) educa�onal 
programmes. Exis�ng evidence was characterised by 
small sample sizes, varia�on in educa�onal programmes, 
differences in how the effect of the interven�on is 
measured, dura�on of follow-up, opera�onal defini�on 
of outcomes, se�ngs, and repor�ng. Future research is 
needed to address these limita�ons. Ideally study 
designs of a more rigorous methodological quality are 
needed, preferably RCTs where blinding is maintained, 
including a large sample of a range of healthcare 
professionals; a standardised approach to the 
educa�onal programme(s); measurement of their effect 
(using validated tools) and a core set of outcomes (with 
standardised opera�onal defini�ons. 
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