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Brief title Clinical effec�veness of acute healthcare early warning 
systems for adults (afferent limb) 

Report The Irish Na�onal Early Warning System (INEWS) 

Date identified 19/02/2018 

Identified by CICER  

Supported by  Systema�c review  

Population Adults 

Intervention Early warning systems (EWSs) (afferent limb, resposible 
for detec�ng/repor�ng clinical deteriora�on) 

Comparator Standard care, other EWS 

Outcome(s) Clinical deteriora�on and outcomes including mortality, 
cardiac arrest, length of stay, transfer/admission to the 
intensive care or high-dependency units ICU or HDU 

Setting Acute healthcare 

Study design Effec�veness studies, development and valida�on 
studies 

Further information Exis�ng evidence was characterised by small sample 
sizes, and low event rates; wide varia�ons in EWSs used, 
defini�on of outcomes, popula�ons, and se�ngs. 
Further research is needed to address these limita�ons, 
ideally through study designs of a more rigorous 
methodological quality, preferably randomised 
controlled trials. 
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